
 

 
  

May 27, 2020 

COVID-19  
REPORTED CASES 

Montana 
New in last 24 hours: +2 
Active Cases: 20 (Last 24hrs: -1) 
Recovered: 444 (Last 24hrs: +3) 
Hospitalizations, Total: 66 (Last 24hrs: +1) 
Hospitalizations, Active: 2 (Last 24hrs: +0) 
Deaths: 17 (Last 24hrs: +0) 
Source: Montana COVID-19 Dashboard 

481 

United States  
New in last 24 hours: 18,875 (+1%) 
Source: Johns Hopkins CSSE Global Outbreak Dashboard 

1,699,176 

WA   20,406 
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WY   860 

ND   2,439 

SD   4,710 

 

 
 

https://montana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=7c34f3412536439491adcc2103421d4b
https://montana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=7c34f3412536439491adcc2103421d4b


 
 

 
 

OPERATIONS 
FDA expands PPE use of gowns, shoe covers and other apparel. The FDA last 
week issued an emergency use authorization (EUA) for the use of certain gowns, 
shoe covers and other apparel for use by healthcare providers as personal 
protective equipment (PPE) in healthcare settings in accordance with CDC 
recommendations. 

 
 

https://www.fda.gov/media/138326/download


PLANNING  
Continue resource reporting to State. The following reporting requirements are 
in effect. For questions, please contact your Regional Coordinator.  
 

• Hospitals: Continue reporting to Juvare/EMResource as follows: 
· Daily: Bed and ventilator counts 
· Weekly (every Friday): PPE 
· Following treatment of COVID-19 patient(s): COVID-19 patient data, as 

directed by public health officials 

• Long-Term Care Facilities: May reduce their bed and PPE reports to the 
Regional Coordinators to Fridays only. Regional Coordinators will email out 
a survey link weekly to each facility for bed and PPE data. 

 

LOGISTICS  
Lab offers COVID-19 return-to-work testing services. Quest Diagnostics today 
announced new workplace services to aid return-to-work efforts, including access 
to specimen collection options for COVID-19 testing and on-site temperature 
checks. The lab said it currently has capacity to perform 200,000 antibody tests 
per day and is ramping up lab operations with the goal of performing 150,000 
molecular diagnostic tests per day by the end of June. The CDC warns that 
antibody tests may not show whether individuals are immune and should not be 
the sole basis for decisions about a person's return to a workplace. 
 
Streamlined sign-up process for Battelle mask decontamination program. 
Battelle and Montana DES have simplified the sign-up process for participation in 
the Critical Care Decontamination System (CCDS) for N95 masks. Get started with 
the 4-step sign-up process.  
 
Submit PPE needs to DES coordinator in order to ensure allocation. In order to 
receive an allocation of emergency PPE, healthcare organizations MUST submit 
needs to their local DES coordinator. Allocation is ongoing and supplies are 
limited.  
  

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 
FEMA distributing infrared thermometers for workplace use. FEMA is sending 
more than 438,000 non-contact infrared thermometers from the Strategic 
National Stockpile to state, territorial and tribal governments to distribute to local 
authorities and businesses based on their priorities as the nation's workplaces 
and economy reopen, the agency announced yesterday. FEMA said the 
thermometers are intended for use by workplaces with high person-to-person 
interaction in accordance with CDC guidance and OHSA guidance for identifying 

https://mtha.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Hosp-Prepare-Leads-updated-3-9-2020.pdf
https://newsroom.questdiagnostics.com/2020-05-27-Quest-Diagnostics-Launches-COVID-19-Workforce-Testing-Services-to-Help-Guide-Organizations-in-Fostering-Safer-Workplaces-as-Employees-Return-to-Work
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/antibody-tests-guidelines.html
https://covid19.mt.gov/Portals/223/Documents/Battelle%20N95%20Decon.pdf?
http://readyandsafe.mt.gov/Emergency/DES-Coordinators-Map
http://readyandsafe.mt.gov/Emergency/DES-Coordinators-Map
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/26/distribution-infrared-thermometers
/Users/katy/Desktop/SITREPs/Centers%20for%20Disease%20Control%20and%20Prevention
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3990.pdf


potentially ill employees and visitors. The agency expects additional 
thermometers to be available in June. 
 
Report examines coronavirus-related unemployment claims in Montana. 
Montana Department of Labor and Industry recently released its Economy at a 
Glance. The report examines Montana unemployment claims filed due to COVID-
19 including industry and individual impacts. The healthcare industry accounted 
for the second-highest share of continued claims, at 12%, behind Accommodation 
& Food at 28% of total claims. Healthcare had the largest increase in continued 
claim volume relative to the start of March with a 2250% increase. 
 
OIG releases plan for oversight of COVID-19 response. The Office of the 
Inspector General (OIG) released its strategic plan for oversight of COVID-19 
response and recovery, with goals focused on protecting people, funds, and 
infrastructure, and promoting effectiveness. The OIG notes that it will advance 
each goal using risk assessment and data analytics to identify, monitor, and target 
potential fraud, waste, and abuse affecting HHS programs and beneficiaries and 
to promote the effectiveness of HHS’s COVID-19 response and recovery 
programs. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Call recordings and webinar playbacks. Missed a call or webinar promoted in 
MHA’s daily COVID-19 Call & Webinar Alert? Many are recorded, and are posted 
here once available.  
 
COVID-19 Resource Library. MHA has built a library of helpful resources and 
sample material from other hospitals, healthcare organizations and states in their 
response to COVID-19.  
 
HHS hospital-specific COVID-19 questions: HospitalCOVID19@hhs.gov  
 
SITREP Archive. Daily Situation Reports archived here.  
 
State of Montana COVID-19 Hotline: 1-888-333-0461 
Montanans can also email questions to covid19info@mt.gov. State public health 
officials will be responding to inquiries from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday. 
 
MHA Incident Management Team: esf8@mtha.org 
 

REFERENCE LINKS 

GENERAL 

Contact Information: County & Tribal Health Departments 

http://lmi.mt.gov/Portals/193/Publications/LMI-Pubs/Articles/2020/0420-MTsUnempClaims.pdf
http://lmi.mt.gov/Portals/193/Publications/LMI-Pubs/Articles/2020/0420-MTsUnempClaims.pdf
https://oig.hhs.gov/about-oig/strategic-plan/COVID-OIG-Strategic-Plan.pdf
https://mtha.org/2020-corona-virus-covid-19-resources/covid-19-call-recordings/
https://mtha.org/2020-corona-virus-covid-19-resources/covid-19-call-recordings/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/76tkalnhixwqxt7/AABDq1SsQfG30REcS8DCCsCqa?dl=0
mailto:HospitalCOVID19@hhs.gov
https://mtha.org/2020-corona-virus-covid-19-resources/daily-sitrep-archive/
mailto:covid19info@mt.gov
mailto:esf8@mtha.org
https://dphhs.mt.gov/publichealth/FCSS/countytribalhealthdepts


Contact Information: County & Tribal DES Coordinators 

MHA COVID-19 Member Resources 

State of Montana COVID-19 Information 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention COVID-19 Information 

Healthcare Professionals Preparedness Checklist (CDC) 

Hospital Preparedness Tool (CDC) 

COVID-19 FAQs for Healthcare Providers (CDC) 

MHA Consensus Statement on the Cancellation of Elective Procedures 

MHA Consensus Statement on the Resumption of Elective Procedures 

Summary of Funding Opportunities for Hospitals  (MHA) 

CDC What's New (CDC) 

 

EMS 

EMS Infectious Disease Playbook (ASPR/TRACIE) 

Montana EMS Guidance (DPHHS) 

 

REGULATORY  

EMTALA Requirements and Implications Related to COVID-19 (CMS) 

PHI Guidance for COVID-19 First Responders (OCR/HHS) 

Summary of COVID-19 Emergency Declaration Waivers and Flexibilities (CMS) 

Provider-specific Fact Sheets on Waivers and Flexibilities (CMS)  

 

CLINICAL CARE 

March 24 Memo to Montana Healthcare Providers on COVID-19 Testing (DPHHS) 

Evaluating and Testing Persons for COVID-19(CDC)  

Guidelines for Collecting, Handling and Testing Clinical Specimens (CDC) 

March 26 Diagnostic Testing Update re: Swabs (FDA) 

Clinical Guidance for Management of Patients with Confirmed COVID-19 (CDC) 

COVID-19 and Underlying Medical Conditions (CDC) 

FAQs: Higher Risk Persons & Underlying Conditions (CDC) 

Discontinuation of Transmission-Based Precautions of Patients with COVID-19 
(CDC) 

http://readyandsafe.mt.gov/Emergency/DES-Coordinators-Map
https://mtha.org/2020-corona-virus-covid-19-resources/
https://covid19.mt.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/hcp-preparedness-checklist.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/HCW_Checklist_508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/faq.html
https://mtha.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/MHA-Statement-on-Cessation-of-Elective-Surgery-Final032620.pdf
https://mtha.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/MHA-Statement-on-Resumption-of-Elective-Surgery_042220Final.pdf
https://mtha.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Summary-of-Funding-Opportunities-for-Hospitals.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/whats-new-all.html
https://files.asprtracie.hhs.gov/documents/aspr-tracie-transport-playbook-508.pdf
https://mtha.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19-MONTANA-EMS-GUIDANCE-3112020.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-15-hospital-cah-emtala-revised.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/24/ocr-issues-guidance-to-help-ensure-first-responders-and-others-receive-protected-health-information-about-individuals-exposed-to-covid-19.html
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/summary-covid-19-emergency-declaration-waivers.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/about-cms/emergency-preparedness-response-operations/current-emergencies/coronavirus-waivers
https://mtha.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Information-for-Montana-Health-Care-Providers-on-Covid-19-Testing-032420.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/hcp/clinical-criteria.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/lab/guidelines-clinical-specimens.html
https://mtha.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/FDA-Swab-factsheet-27-March-2020.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-guidance-management-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/underlying-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html#high-risk
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html#conditions
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-hospitalized-patients.html


Caring with Limited Resources during the COVID-19 Crisis (AHA) 

Optimizing Ventilator Use during the COVID-19 Pandemic (HHS) 

Symptom-based Strategy to Discontinue Isolation for Persons with COVID-19 
(CDC) 

 

LONG-TERM CARE & RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES 

Guidance for Retirement Communities and Independent Living (CDC) 

Preventing the Spread of COVID-19 in Retirement Communities and Independent 
Living Facilities (CDC) 

COVID-19 Checklist: Older Persons (CDC) 

COVID-19 Long-Term Care Facility Guidance (CMS) 

 

TELEHEALTH  

Medicare Telehealth FAQ (CMS) 

Montana Medicaid Coverage & Reimbursement Policy for Telehealth Services 
(DPHHS) 

Telehealth Toolkit for General Practitioners (CMS) 

Telehealth Toolkit for Providers of End-Stage Renal Disease Patients (CMS) 

Watch: “COVID-19 Telehealth Waiver Made Simple” (PYA) 

Telehealth Toolkit for Long-Term Care Nursing Home Facilities (CMS) 

Informational Bulletin: Utilization of Telehealth for Treatment of SUDs (CMS) 

Watch: CMS Telehealth FAQ video (CMS)  

 

INFECTION PREVENTION & CONTROL 

Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations for Patients with Suspected 
or Confirmed COVID-19 in Healthcare Settings (CDC) 

Additional Guidance for Infection Control and Prevention of COVID-19 in Home 
Health Agencies (CMS) 

Additional Guidance for Infection Control and Prevention of COVID-19 in Dialysis 
Facilities (CMS) 

Additional Guidance for Infection Control and Prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing 
Homes (CMS) 

Additional Guidance for Infection Control and Prevention of COVID-19 by Hospice 
Agencies (CMS) 

https://www.aha.org/system/files/media/file/2020/04/coronavirus-update-caring-with-limited-resources-during-the-covid-19-crisis-a-compilation-of-resources-for-your-team.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/optimizing-ventilator-use-during-covid19-pandemic.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/strategy-discontinue-isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/retirement/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/retirement/guidance-retirement-response.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/retirement/guidance-retirement-response.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/retirement/checklist.html
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/4220-covid-19-long-term-care-facility-guidance.pdf
https://edit.cms.gov/files/document/medicare-telehealth-frequently-asked-questions-faqs-31720.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/Documents/Coronavirus/AllProviderMemo-Telemedicine03192020.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/general-telemedicine-toolkit.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/esrd-provider-telehealth-telemedicine-toolkit.pdf
https://www.pyapc.com/insights/covid-19-telehealth-waiver-made-simple/
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-19-nursing-home-telehealth-toolkit.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/Federal-Policy-Guidance/Downloads/cib040220.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bdb9NKtybzo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/infection-control/control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/infection-control/control-recommendations.html
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-18-hha.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-18-hha.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-19-esrd.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-19-esrd.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-14-nh-revised.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-14-nh-revised.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-16-hospice.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-16-hospice.pdf


 

PPE 

Strategies for Optimizing the Supply of PPE (CDC) 

Strategies for Optimizing the Supply of N95 Respirators (CDC) 

Extending the Use and/or Reusing Respiratory Protection During Disasters (APIC) 

Temporary Enforcement Guidance – Healthcare Respiratory Protection (OSHA) 

PPE Supply Equivalents & Price Guide (AHRMM) 

Conserving Facemasks and Respirators During a Critical Shortage (TJC) 

PPE Burn Rate Calculator (CDC)  

PPE Emergency Use Authorizations (FDA) 

Decontamination and Reuse of Filtering Facepiece Respirators (CDC) 

 

WORKFORCE PROTECTION & SUPPORT 

Management of Healthcare Personnel with Potential Exposure to Patients with 
COVID-19 (CDC) 

Criteria for Return to Work for Healthcare Personnel (CDC) 

Montana Hospital Mutual Aid System Memo & Agreement 

COVID-19 Safety Training Resources (NIH) 

COVID-19 and the American Workplace Toolkit (US Dept. of Labor) 

Memo on Registration for Out-of-State Licensees (MT DLI) 

FFCRA FMLA and Paid Leave FAQs (US DOL) 

MHMAS Volunteer Registration System  

 

COMMUNITY MITIGATION STRATEGIES 

Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19 Transmission (CDC) 

Tips to Keep Children Healthy While School’s Out (CDC) 
 

 

### 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/ppe-strategy/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/respirators-strategy/index.html
http://www.apic.org/Resource_/TinyMceFileManager/Advocacy-PDFs/APIC_Position_Ext_the_Use_and_or_Reus_Resp_Prot_in_Hlthcare_Settings1209l.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/memos/2020-03-14/temporary-enforcement-guidance-healthcare-respiratory-protection-annual-fit
https://mtha.org/2020-corona-virus-covid-19-resources/supply-chain-resources-for-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.jointcommission.org/standards/standard-faqs/hospital-and-hospital-clinics/infection-prevention-and-control-ic/000002284/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/PPE-Burn-Rate-Calculator-03152020v10.xlsx
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/emergency-use-authorizations#covid19ppe
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/ppe-strategy/decontamination-reuse-respirators.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/healthcare-facilities/hcp-return-work.html
https://mtha.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Mutual-Aid.pdf
https://tools.niehs.nih.gov/wetp/covid19worker/
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic
https://mtha.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/bsd-interstate-license-registration-info-sheet-for-employers_v3.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic/ffcra-questions
https://mhmas.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community-mitigation-strategy.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/children.html
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