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February 22, 2021 

COVID-19 

 
Source: Montana COVID-19 Dashboard (Updated 10:00 a.m.) 

REPORTED CASES 

Montana                                                                                                                                                                                                  
New last 5 days: 1,144 (+less than 0.5% avg. growth per day) 

98,810 

https://montana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=7c34f3412536439491adcc2103421d4b


Active Cases: 2,170 (-496) 

Recovered: 95,299 (+1,630) 

Hospitalizations, Total: 4,527 (+66) 

Hospitalizations, Active: 78 (-18) 

Deaths: 1,341 (last 5 days: +10) 
Source: Montana COVID-19 Dashboard (Updated 10:00 a.m.) 

United States  
New last 5 days: 436,548 (+less than 0.5% avg. growth per 

day) 
Source: Johns Hopkins CSSE Global Outbreak Dashboard 

28,139,690 

WA   333,794 

ID   169,150 

WY   53,795 

ND   99,277 

SD   111,304 

 
See the latest Montana reports on COVID-19 in Schools, COVID-19 in LTC and Assisted 

Living,  
Hospital Occupancy and Capacity and the latest State COVID-19 Epi Profile. 

Source: State of Montana DPHHS COVID-19 Demographics Webpage 

 

  
 

https://montana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=7c34f3412536439491adcc2103421d4b
https://montana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=7c34f3412536439491adcc2103421d4b
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/publichealth/images/CDEpi/DiseasesAtoZ/Coronavirus/School%20cases%200217_FINAL.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/publichealth/documents/CDEpi/DiseasesAtoZ/2019-nCoV/LTCF_ALF_02192021.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/publichealth/documents/CDEpi/DiseasesAtoZ/2019-nCoV/LTCF_ALF_02192021.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/publichealth/images/CDEpi/DiseasesAtoZ/Coronavirus/HospitalReport_02192021.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/publichealth/documents/CDEpi/DiseasesAtoZ/2019-nCoV/MT_COVID_EPIPROFILE_02052021.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/publichealth/cdepi/diseases/coronavirusmt/demographics


  
 

 
 

OPERATIONS 
CMS extends guidance limiting hospital surveys. CMS last week extended until 
March 22 its guidance limiting the hospital survey process during the COVID-19 
public health emergency. Among other provisions, the guidance limits onsite 
surveys to immediate jeopardy complaint allegations. 
 
Pfizer data indicates COVID-19 vaccine stability in non-ultra-cold temperatures. 
New data from Pfizer Inc. indicates that its COVID-19 vaccine is more stable than 

https://www.cms.gov/medicareprovider-enrollment-and-certificationsurveycertificationgeninfopolicy-and-memos-states-and/hospital-survey-priorities-revised
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-submit-covid-19-vaccine-stability-data


previously believed when stored -25°C to -15°C (-13°F to 5°F), temperatures more 
commonly found in pharmaceutical freezers and refrigerators. Pfizer said it 
submitted the data supporting this conclusion to the FDA, with the hope that the 
agency would allow for vaccine vials to be stored at these temperatures for a total 
of two weeks as an alternative or complement to storage in an ultra-low 
temperature freezer.  
 
CDC releases guidance on vaccinating homebound individuals. CDC has released 
guidance on COVID-19 vaccination planning, training and administration for 
healthcare providers who vaccinate homebound persons. This includes, for 
example, people who need help or medical equipment to leave their home, 
typically do not leave their home or whose health could get worse if they do. CDC 
also has updated its vaccine storage and handling toolkit, which includes 
information related to home use. 
 

PLANNING   
HHS requests hospital data on COVID-19 vaccinations. HHS’ latest data reporting 
guidance released on Tuesday, Jan. 12 here.  
 
HHS data reporting platform - Single data entry fulfills state and federal 
requirements. MHA has purchased a new HHS Data Reporting Platform with 
COVID-19 grant funding. This creates a single, secure data entry point to fulfill 
both state and federal requirements, including state PPE resource allocation and 
HHS Teletracking mandates. This single-entry system is especially critical with 
CMS' rules that require such reporting as a Condition of Participation for 
Medicare and Medicaid. Hospitals will face possible termination of Medicare and 
Medicaid payments if unable to correct reporting deficiencies. See the complete 
details on the new platform here. 
 
As of September 8, 2020 hospitals should utilize EMResource for statewide bed 
availability, PPE and Remdisivir data, as well as, all TeleTracking data points, 
including HHS lab testing. Upon entering HHS data into EMResource, Juvare will 
automatically upload data to TeleTracking on behalf of your facility daily. Facilities 
may continue entering their own data into TeleTracking if they choose. All 
laboratories conducting COVID-19 testing and reporting patient-specific results – 
including hospital labs, nursing homes, and other facilities conducting testing for 
COVID-19 – will be required to comply. If a laboratory does not report the 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/homebound-persons.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/storage/toolkit/storage-handling-toolkit.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/covid-19-faqs-hospitals-hospital-laboratory-acute-care-facility-data-reporting.pdf
https://mtha.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Email-Single-Data-Entry-Fulfills-State-Federal-Requirements.pdf


required information, CMS will impose a civil monetary penalty in the amount of 
$1,000 a day for the first day, and $500 for each subsequent day. 
 
As of October 1, 2020 long-term care facilities must report all PPE and bed 
reporting to EMResources. The previous weekly is inactive on October 1, 2020. 
Facilities that need assistance should email hppcoordinators@mtha.org.  
 
For questions, please contact your Regional Coordinator. 

 
LOGISTICS 
3M issues guidance on identifying counterfeit N95 respirators. 3M recently 
released guidance to help customers identify fraudulent surgical respirators in 
response to growing reports of fraud related to three of its respirator models. The 
company strongly recommends purchasing 3M respirators only through 
authorized distributors to assure authentic product. Customers with specific 
questions or wishing to authenticate 3M respiratory protection products should 
contact the company’s anti-fraud hotline at 1-800-426-8688 or visit the 3M 
website for more information. 
 
Behavioral health grants available from HealthWell for healthcare workers 
affected by COVID-19 crisis. Front-line healthcare workers impacted by the 
COVID-19 health crisis can apply for copayment assistance through a new 
HealthWell fund for behavioral health treatments. HealthWell will provide over a 
12-month period up to $2,000 in financial assistance for out-of-pocket treatment 
copayments for prescription drugs, counseling services, psychotherapy and 
transportation to manage COVID-19-related behavioral health issues. Healthcare 
workers who have annual household incomes up to 500% of the federal poverty 
threshold are eligible. 
 
Submit PPE needs to DES coordinator in order to ensure allocation. Until further 
notice, healthcare organizations MUST submit needs to their local DES 
coordinator in order to receive an allocation of emergency PPE.  
 

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
CMS updates guidance allowing hospitals to create mass vaccination events and 
support community vaccination events. CMS has shared updated guidance live 

mailto:hppcoordinators@mtha.org
https://mtha.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Hosp-Prepare-Leads-updated-8-12-2020.pdf
https://multimedia.3m.com/mws/media/1934748O/3m-counterfeit-communication-letter.pdf
https://www.3m.com/3M/en_US/worker-health-safety-us/covid19/covid-fraud/
https://www.3m.com/3M/en_US/worker-health-safety-us/covid19/covid-fraud/
https://www.healthwellfoundation.org/fund/covid-19-front-line-healthcare-worker-behavioral-health/
http://readyandsafe.mt.gov/Emergency/DES-Coordinators-Map
http://readyandsafe.mt.gov/Emergency/DES-Coordinators-Map


on the CMS website in the form of a new blanket waiver and an FAQ document. 
See more details here. 
 
AHA Well-being Playbook updated. AHA last week released the Well-being 
Playbook 2.0, a COVID-19 resource for hospital and health system leaders.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Resources to promote the new special enrollment period for Marketplace 
health coverage available. See the digital toolkit from Get Covered 2021, of 
which the AHA is a member. The non-partisan coalition works to bring together 
Americans to promote and expand the tools that exist today to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 and expand coverage. 
 
AHA launches webpage addressing vaccine hesitancy in communities of color. 
The AHA recently launched a new webpage dedicated to disseminating accessible 
information focused on addressing the equity issues in COVID-19 testing, 
treatment and vaccine administration efforts. 
 
Call recordings and webinar playbacks. Missed a call or webinar promoted in 
MHA’s daily COVID-19 Call & Webinar Alert? Many are recorded, and are posted 
here once available.  
 
COVID-19 Resource Library. MHA has built a library of helpful resources and 
sample material from other hospitals, healthcare organizations and states in their 
response to COVID-19.  
 
HHS hospital-specific COVID-19 questions: HospitalCOVID19@hhs.gov  
 
SITREP Archive. Daily Situation Reports archived here.  
 
State of Montana COVID-19 Hotline: 1-888-333-0461 

Montanans can also email questions to covid19info@mt.gov. State public health 
officials will be responding to inquiries from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday. 
 
MHA Incident Management Team: esf8@mtha.org 

 

REFERENCE LINKS 

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-19-emergency-declaration-waivers.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/03092020-covid-19-faqs-508.pdf
https://mtha.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CMS-Guidance-for-hospitals-inquiring-about-mass-vaccination-guidance.pdf
https://www.aha.org/system/files/media/file/2021/02/alliance-playbook-2021_final.pdf?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=02202021%2Dat%2Dpub&utm_campaign=aha%2Dtoday
https://www.aha.org/system/files/media/file/2021/02/alliance-playbook-2021_final.pdf?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=02202021%2Dat%2Dpub&utm_campaign=aha%2Dtoday
https://thesocialpresskit.com/get-covered-2021-digital-toolkit
https://www.aha.org/addressing-covid19-vaccinations-communities-of-color?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=02192021%2Dat%2Dpub&utm_campaign=aha%2Dtoday
https://mtha.org/2020-corona-virus-covid-19-resources/covid-19-call-recordings/
https://mtha.org/2020-corona-virus-covid-19-resources/covid-19-call-recordings/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/76tkalnhixwqxt7/AABDq1SsQfG30REcS8DCCsCqa?dl=0
mailto:HospitalCOVID19@hhs.gov
https://mtha.org/2020-corona-virus-covid-19-resources/daily-sitrep-archive/
mailto:covid19info@mt.gov
mailto:esf8@mtha.org


GENERAL 

Contact lists and general sources of information on a wide range of COVID-19-
related issues 

MHA COVID-19 General Resources page 

  

CLINICAL OPERATIONS 

Resources on infection prevention and control, EMS operations, telehealth 
operations and care for specific populations from federal and state resources 

MHA COVID-19 Clinical Operations page 

 

LONG-TERM CARE & RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES 

CDC and CMS resources specific to maintaining safe conditions in long-term care 
and retirement communities 
MHA COVID-19 Long-Term Care & Retirement Communities page 
  

SUPPLY CHAIN RESOURCES 

Resources from AHRMM, AHA, Intalere, CDC and other sources on sourcing, 
conserving and properly using PPE 

MHA COVID-19 Supply Chain Resources page 

  

WORKFORCE PROTECTION & SUPPORT 

MT DLI, CDC, OSHA and NIH toolkits, FAQs and other resources to protect 
employees and allow staff to return to work 

MHA COVID-19 Workforce Protection & Support page 

  

COMMUNITY MITIGATION STRATEGIES 

CDC resources on community mitigation strategies 

MHA COVID-19 Community Mitigation Strategies page 

  

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 

https://mtha.org/2020-corona-virus-covid-19-resources/general-covid-19-resources/
https://mtha.org/2020-corona-virus-covid-19-resources/clinical-care-operations/
https://mtha.org/2020-corona-virus-covid-19-resources/long-term-care-retirement-communities/
https://mtha.org/2020-corona-virus-covid-19-resources/supply-chain-resources-for-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://mtha.org/2020-corona-virus-covid-19-resources/covid-19-workforce-resources/
https://mtha.org/2020-corona-virus-covid-19-resources/community-mitigation-strategies/


Guidance, fact sheets and other resources on regulatory waivers and flexibilities 
in addition to catalogued financing information related to the CARES Act and 
other COVID-19 funding assistance 

MHA COVID-19 Finance & Administration page 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Archive of MHA COVID-19 related communications as well as sample 
communications documents, toolkits and other resources from state and national 
levels 

MHA COVID-19 Communications page 

 

TESTING 

FAQs, recommendations and other CDC, FDA and MT DPHHS resources related to 
COVID-19 testing 

MHA COVID-19 Testing page 
  

PLANNING 

Best practices and planning documents from CDC, facilities on the front lines and 
MT DPHHS 

MHA COVID-19 Planning page 

 

### 

https://mtha.org/2020-corona-virus-covid-19-resources/finance/
https://mtha.org/2020-corona-virus-covid-19-resources/communications/
https://mtha.org/2020-corona-virus-covid-19-resources/covid-19-testing/
https://mtha.org/2020-corona-virus-covid-19-resources/planning/

